TOLLING   OF   THROUGH   TRAFFIC   BY
MUNICIPALITIES.

OCTBOI duties and tolls are levied for municipal purposes
in many parts of India. To avoid all complaint that these
duties were the old " transit duties " revived under another
name, the Government of Sir John Lawrence in 1868
directed that they " should be restricted to articles actually
consumed in the towns, and not imposed on articles of
general commerce, or suffered to interfere with the natural
course of transit trade.'' If this principle was strictly
acted upon, the Governor-General in Council was of
opinion that there is nothing objectionable in this system
of taxation for local purposes: especially as the general
feeling of the people of India would be to prefer them
to other forms of taxation. In the case of the Munici-
palities of ....Madras, the system is still more clearly
unobjectionable; a very light fee being charged on every
laden cart entering the town, without any investigation
of the contents of the vehicle. Traders living in the town
obtain annual licenses for their carts, and are free from
the toll. It is intended that the toll shall be applied to
keeping the roads of the town in good order, and those
who pay it have often the advantage of putting up their
carts and bullocks under commodious shelter near the
market-place. Loop lines of road allowing cartmen to
skirt the town where they have no occasion to enter it,
are provided by every Municipality.